U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/015,129 
Amendment Dated December 17, 2007 



REMARKS/ARGUMENTS : 

Entry of the above amendment is respectfully requested. Applicant has updated the cross 
reference to related applications paragraph to show the updated status of the related applications. 

A. Allowable Subject Matter 

Attorney for Applicant acknowledges the allowance of claims 12-14 and 19-35 by the 
Examiner with appreciation. Attorney for Applicant agrees with the Examiner's Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance to the extent that the claims of the present invention are patentable over 
the references in the record. Attorney for Applicant expressly traverses the Examiner's 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance to the extent that any comment is intended or has the effect 
of limiting a claim scope, explicitly or implicitly, by not reciting verbatim the respective claim 
language, or is intended or has the effect of limiting a claim scope by stating or implying that all 
the reasons for patentability are in any way fully enumerated. 

Attorney for Applicant further points out that the reasons for allowance set forth by the 
Examiner are not the only reasons that claims 12-14 and 19-35 are allowable. Further reasons 
for allowance of the claims beyond those enumerated by the Examiner are described and set 
forth in the specification. In addition, structures that perform substantially the same function in 
substantially the same way to achieve the same results are included within the scope of the 
claims. 

Finally, as the Examiner's reasons for allowance are not exhaustive, such reasons for 
allowance do not establish an estoppel against Attorney for Applicant seeking and obtaining 
allowance of additional, broader claims in a continuation application, which Attorney for 
Applicant reserves the right to file. 
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CONCLUSION; 

Applicant does not believe that any fees are due with this response. If this is not the case, 
please charge all required fees, or fees under 37 C.F.R. 1.17, or all required extension of time 
fees due, or credit any overpayment to, deposit account 13-2725. Please consider this a Petition 
For Extension Of Time for a sufficient number of months to enter this correspondence, or any 
future reply, if appropriate, for an extension of time for its timely submission. 



Respectfully submitted, 



MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-0903 
(303)357-1632 



27488 




PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Attorney for Applicant 



Date: December 17. 2007 
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